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When the hea_'s on, 
Kettenacker sizzles 
By Mike Kent 
Staff Writer 

The mark of excellence in an athlete 
is not only in his or her ability to per-
form well and win often. There is 
another quality which separates the 
" good " athletes from the 
"outstanding" ones. 

That attribute is winning when the 
"pressure" is on . Iowa tennis player 
Karen Keltenacker has earned this 
status. 

In two and a half years playing tennis 
for the Hawkeyes, Kettenacker has 
compiled a 59·19 record in singles com-
petition. But the story isn't about how 
many wins Iowa's No. 1 women's 
tennis player has amassed in her 
collegiate career. 

The Vancouver, British Columbia 
native has gained a reputation of being 
especially tough when the heat is on. In 
collegia te singles competition, Ket-
tenacker is 12-2 in matches which re-
quired play of a third and deciding set. 
Four of those matches were decided 
via tiebreakers. Kettenacker walked 
away victorious on three of those occa-
sions. 

HOUDINI MIGHT have pulled rab-
bits out of his hat, but Kettenacker said 
there is no magic used to win 
tiebreakers. 

"When it cpmes to the time of the 
tiebreaker, it's a crucial situation," 
she said. " A lot of people change their 
styles in a tiebreaker - which is fine . 
But one of the differences with me is 
I'll play my cards right and then come 
to the net. " 

Kettenacker said she has observed 
many of her opponents hold back in 
these instances. "They feel they're go-
ing to win the tiebreaker by just 
getting the ball back. Most women I 
play aren 't as aggressive as I am ." 

Iowa Coach Cathy Ballard agreed : 
"Her ballic style of play is 'on the 
move. ' Karen is an aggressive , 
attacking-type player, and if she uses 
that, she' ll end the point quickly." 

Kettenacker figures she might \ as 
well go for broke In the "sudden death" 
situations. " I think to myself, 'You can 
win this tiebreaker and be one step 
closer to the match or you (can lose 
and ) ptay another set. ' " 

WINNING A tiebreaker doesn't just 
take a player closer to victory. " If you 
win a tiebreaker you have a big advan-
tage," Kettenacker said. " It 's such a 
psychological edge on the next set." 

"She can handle anything put before 
her," Ballard said. " Karen gets her 
share of points and games no matter 
whom she plays." 

And the junior usually winds up play-
ing the best an opposing team can offer 
as Kettenacker has been Iowa's No. 1 
singles player since she was a 
freshman . In fact, she has been in the 
No.1 spot since her first year in high 
school. 

" I like to think 1 give out 100 percent 
on every point," Kettenacker said. 
And, judging by her records, one can't 
doubt her word. 

Kettenacker and her teammates will 
play two meets Friday in Columbia, 
Mo. Iowa challenges Missouri at 11 
a .m. and faces Oral Roberts at 6 p.m. 
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It seems as if the baseball season can't start early 
enough these days for Iowa Head Baseball Coach 
Duane Banks. 

With the NCAA basketball tournament just around 
the corner, the center of attention is still focused on 
the cage courts. But that doesn't concern Banks. He 
figures the quicker you get the jump on the competi-
tion, the better your team will be in the games that 
count later on - namely, the Big Ten. 

So Banks will swing his troops into action this 
. weekend, traveling to Southwest Missouri for five 

games. This is the earliest start ever for the Hawks, 
who finished third in the conference last year. 

IN THE PAST, the Hawks' first competition did 
not come until their southern trip over spring break. 
Last year, however, Iowa was prepared to start the 
week before spring break at Missouri. Unfor-
tunately, the games were snowed out. 

This year - weather permitting - the Hawks 
should be !lble to get in nine games before they travel 
to the warmer climes. Iowa will meet Missouri in a 
pair of double-headers next weekend in Columbia. 

Thanks to spurts of unseasonably warm weather, 
the Hawks have been able to practice outside quite 
frequently. "We're much farther along at this point 
than we have been in past years," Banks said. 

"BUT WE JUST need to play someOne else. We're 
tired of playing against each other. Starting the 
season earlier helps us get away from the drudgery 
of practices." 

Iowa's strength this year should be in its mound 
corps. The Hawks return veterans Jeff Green, Bill 
Drambel, Mark Radosevich and Brian Hobaugh. The 
Iowa pitching staff will also be bolstered by new-
comers Erin Janss and Jeff Ott. Janss is a transfer 
from Waldorf College in Forest City, Iowa. Ott is a 
freshman from Waterloo. 

""m really impressed with our pitching this 
year ," Banks said. " Our pitching is much better 
than in past years. We have more quality and quan-
tity. It 's definitely our strong point. " 

But Banks expects the rest of his team will be just 
as impressive. 

"WE HAVE VERY good speed at all positions and 
we have a very sound defense," he said. "As for 
hitting, we've always hit well . I don 't anticipate this 
year to be any different. " 
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Pitchers - David Bogle. Don Brown, Bill Orambel, JaH Green. 

Brian Hobaugh. Mike Hoag, Kris Hokanson, Steve Inghram. Erin 
Janss, Randy Norton, Steve Oglesby, Lon Olenlczak, JeH Ott, 

Mark Radosevich, Lenny Turelli . 
Catchers - Dick Turel ll, Cunls Cole. Tony Venagonl. Brian 

Chari par. 

First - Mike Emmerlck. Mike Morsch. Jelf Nielsen. 

Second - Tony Burley. Chari par. 

Shortstop - Nick Fagen. I<evln Oliger. 
Third - Ed Garton, Mike long. 
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will take the blocks for 
Iowa. 

And then there is 
Randy Ableman in the 
diving events. Ableman 
earned a spot on the U.S. 
Olympic diving team last 
summer, finishing second 
in the IO-meter platform 
event at the trials . 

The Hawks have their 
stars. And depth - well, 
time will tell. 

A painted phrase over a 
training clock at the 
Field House Pool said it 
all : "Indiana, your time 
has run out. " 

ToeII,'. low ....... 
50 free - Brask . Farris . 

Robens, Wood. 

500 tree - Brewer, Lorys. 
McKeon, Naylor, Wisner. 

200 Individual medley -

Roemer, Rychlik. Yap. 

1-meter diving - Ablem.n, 
Nash. 
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